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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to tlie Amendnnent After Non-Final Rejection 
filed 10/30/2008. Claims 1-19 are pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/30/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument (Remarks pg. 7 para. 5 to pg. 8 para. 2) that 
Killian (US 6,163,316) does not disclose initialization and marking information being 
received from the other medium, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant argues 
that the initialization and marking information is generated by the suggestion module 76 
on the local client after the EPG is downloaded. However, the suggestion module does 
not generate any data it merely selects which initialization and marking information to 
use based on the profile database. All initialization and marking information, including 
the profile module 72 and suggestion module 76, are received along with the EPG 70 
(col. 8 lines 36-56). 

In response to applicant's argument (Remarks pg. 8 para. 5 to pg. 10 para. 1) 

that Zigmond (US 6,571 ,392) does not disclose: 

an execution module suitable, at the request of a user, for launching the playing 
of the digital sequences relating to said television program thus recorded, in 
synchronism with the initialization and marking information, wherein said 
execution module further comprises a supplementary processing module able to 
run the predetermined software application further containing said initialization 
and marking information, the software application being run in synchronism and 
in interactive mode with the playing of the digital-television program thus 
recorded with the aid of said initialization and making information. 
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The examiner respectfully disagrees. The combination of Killian and Alexander clearly 
teach recording and playing back digital sequences related to the television program 
using the initialization and marking information. Zigmond merely teaches a 
supplementary processing module running synchronously and interactively with the 
digital television program (col. 9 line 54 to col. 10 line 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10, 12, 13 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Killian (US Patent 6,163,316) in view of Alexander et al. (US 
Patent 6,177,931), herein Alexander, and further in view of Zigmond et al. (US Patent 
6,571,392), herein Zigmond. 



Consider claim 1, Killian clearly teaches digital-television receiver/decoder 
device of the type comprising: 

an input interface suitable for receiving digital-television signals originating 
from a predetermined broadcast network and for delivering a digital 
stream of television signals; (column 3 lines 50-58 and column 4 lines 
20-23) 

a demultiplexer/extractor module suitable for extracting, from the digital 
stream, digital sequences relating to a chosen television program; (Fig. 1: 
Tuner/decoder 24 receives the broadcast signal and outputs an 
audio/video signal to television 40, column 4 lines 20-38, therefore 
the system must have a demultiplexer.) 
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a decoder module suitable for converting the digital sequences thus 
extracted into television signals compatible with a visual-display module; 
(Fig. 1: Tuner/decoder 24, column 4 lines 20-38) 

a module for recording and playing digital sequences of digital-television 
programs; (Fig. 1: Recorder 20) 

a processing module suitable for receiving, from a predetermined software 
application received from another medium, (Fig. 3: EPG 70 is obtained 
form the Internet over link 14, column 8 lines 36-56.) initialization and 
marking information from said other medium, relating at least to the start 
and to the end of a chosen television program, as well as to the 
reception/extraction of the digital sequences relating to said television 
program, for causing the recording of the digital sequences relating to said 
chosen television program as well as the initialization and marking 
information, in the record/replay module; 

(EPG 70 contains information related to the airing of the program to 
be recorded, including start and end times, and instructs the 
recorder 20 to record the program, column 17 line 43 to column 18 
line 2.) 

However, Killian does not explicitly teach comparing said initialization and 
marking information with the television digital stream originating from the 
demultiplexer/extractor module, said processing module being suitable, 
moreover, in response to a positive comparison, for causing the recording of the 
digital sequences relating to said chosen television program in the record/replay 
module. 

In an analogous art, Alexander, which discloses a system for recording broadcast 
content, clearly teaches comparing said initialization and marking information 
with the television digital stream originating from the demultiplexer/extractor 
module, said processing module being suitable, moreover, in response to a 
positive comparison, for causing the recording of the digital sequences relating to 
said chosen television program in the record/replay module, (column 11 lines 
9-28; column 1 1 line 64 to column 12 line 9; column 12 lines 30-43) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Killian by comparing the 
actual broadcast data with the initialization and marking information to determine 
when to begin and end recording, as taught by Alexander, for the benefit of 
preventing the wrong program from being recorded (column 1 1 lines 9-28 
Alexander). 
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However, Killian combined witli Alexander does not explicitly teach an execution 
module suitable, at the request of a user, for launching the playing of the digital 
sequences relating to said television program thus recorded, in synchronism with 
the initialization and marking information, wherein said execution module further 
comprises a supplementary processing module able to run the predetermined 
software application further containing said initialization and marking information, 
the software application being run in synchronism and in interactive mode with 
the playing of the digital-television program thus recorded with the aid of said 
initialization and marking information. 

In an analogous art, Zigmond, which discloses a system for recording broadcast 
content, clearly teaches an execution module suitable, at the request of a user, 
for launching the playing of the digital sequences relating to said television 
program thus recorded, in synchronism with the initialization and marking 
information, wherein said execution module further comprises a supplementary 
processing module able to run the predetermined software application further 
containing said initialization and marking information, the software application 
being run in synchronism and in interactive mode with the playing of the digital- 
television program thus recorded with the aid of said initialization and marking 
information. (The system plays back recorded video and interactive data in 
synchronization, column 9 line 54 to column 10 line 10.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Killian combined with 
Alexander by recording interactive data along with the video and playing back the 
video and interactive data in synchronization, as taught by Zigmond, for the 
benefit of viewing time shifted interactive content (column 4 lines 17-40 
Zigmond). 

Consider claim 2, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the supplementary processing module consists of Internet 
processing means, intended to provide a link according to an Internet protocol IP, 
suitable for cooperating with memory-storage means able to store an Internet 
browser serving for Internet browsing, and in that the receiver/decoder device 
further comprises a communications module able to communicate with a remote 
server according to the Internet protocol, (column 6 line 60 to column 7 line 7 
Zigmond) 

Consider claim 3, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the communications module is able to download the software 
application originating from the remote server, (column 8 lines 1-6 Zigmond) 
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Consider claim 4, Killian combined witli Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1, 
clearly teaches a media player able to read a data medium containing the 
software application, (column 7 lines 25-28 Killian) 

Consider claim 5, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches means suitable for receiving the software application with the 
digital-television stream, (column 5 lines 34-46 Zigmond) 

Consider claim 6, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the execution module is suitable for launching the playing of the 
digital sequences relating to the chosen television program and the running of 
the software application on the same visual-display module. (Fig. 2: Display 202 
shows video and additional information being displayed together, column 4 
line 64 to column 5 line 3 Zigmond.) 

Consider claim 7, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches man/machine interface means, the actuation of which allows the 
user to interact simultaneously and in synchronism in the playing of the recorded 
television program and in the running of the predetermined software application, 
(column 7 lines 47-54 Zigmond) 

Consider claim 8, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the Internet processing means are suitable for cooperating with 
the visual-display module as well as a man/machine interface means of the 
receiver/decoder device. (Fig. 2: Display 202 shows video and additional 
information being displayed together, column 4 line 64 to column 5 line 3 
Zigmond. Man/machine interface, column 7 lines 47-54 Zigmond.) 

Consider claim 9, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the demultiplexer/extractor module is able to extract the 
initialization and marking information of the television program (Fig. 1 VBI 
decoder 28, column 4 lines 29-35 Killian) and to send it to the Internet 
processing means so as, at the request of the user, to allow running of the 
predetermined software application in local mode and/or in cooperation with the 
remote server, in synchronism with the playing of the recorded television 
program, (column 6 line 25 to column 7 line 7 Zigmond) 

Consider claim 10, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the Internet processing means are suitable, in cooperation with 
the processing means of the receiver/decoder, for driving the record/replay 
module, (column 7 lines 8-35 Zigmond) 

Consider claim 12, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches an image-composition module suitable for receiving the video 
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images output by tlie decoder module as well as a graphics images output by an 
Internet processing means, so as to combine them according to a chosen image- 
composition mode. (Fig. 2: Display 202 shows video and additional 
information being displayed together, column 4 line 64 to column 5 line 3 
Zigmond.) 

Consider claim 13, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the image- composition mode is of overprint, multi-windowing, 
text, image-combining type. (Fig. 2: Display 202 Zigmond) 

Consider claim 16, see claim 1 . 

Consider claim 17, Killian clearly teaches a microprocessor executing instruction 
stored on a memory (column 3 lines 7-18) to accomplish the process of claim 1, 
see the rejection of claim 1 . 

Consider claim 18, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the software application is capable of being run on-line with a 
remote server. (Killian teaches communications with a remote server, 
column 8 lines 36-56.) 

Consider claim 19, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches the computer readable medium is at least one of: a data medium, 
program memory, and distributed by downloading, (column 3 lines 7-18 Killian) 

5. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Killian 

(US Patent 6,163,316) in view of Alexander etal. (US Patent 6,177,931), herein 

Alexander, and further in view of Zigmond et al. (US Patent 6,571,392), as applied to 

claim 1 above, and further in view of Ellis et al. (US Patent 6,665,869), herein Ellis. 

Consider claim 1 1 , Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches Internet processing means. 

However, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond does not explicitly teach 
the Internet processing means are suitable for delivering, to the record/replay 
module, commands of the stop, pause, pause start, start, slow, fast forward, 
rewind, jump forward, jump back, type. 

In an analogous art, Ellis, which discloses a system for receiving digital video, 
clearly teaches a set-top box (processing means) that controls recording and 
other features of a program using an infrared transmitter and receiver. The 
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connnnands are given tlirougli a remote control, l<eyboard, mouse, toucli-pad and 
otiier various devices (Fig. 1: 34; Fig. 2: 30a, 30b, 30c, column 4 lines 46-51, 
column 4 line 66 to column 5 line 12 and column 5 lines 25-29). 



Tlierefore, at tlie time tlie invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Killian combined with 
Alexander and Zigmond by including a controlling device used to deliver 
commands to the recording device, as taught by Ellis, for the benefit of 
controlling a set-top box, a videocassette recorder and a television (see column 4 
lines 51-53 of Ellis). 

6. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Killian (US Patent 6,163,316) in view of Alexander et al. (US Patent 6,177,931), 

herein Alexander, and further in view of Zigmond et al. (US Patent 6,571,392), as 

applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Feinleib et al. (US Patent Application 

Publication 2005/0166257), herein Feinleib. 

Consider claim 14, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches combining broadcast content and Internet content on a display. 

However, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1, does not 
explicitly teach: 

a first memory suitable for containing the video images output by the 
decoder module; 

a second memory suitable for containing the graphics information output 
by the Internet processing means; 

a third memory suitable for containing an image-composition program; 

image-processing means suitable for extracting the chosen information 
from the first and second memories depending on the composition 
program, so as to produce the composite images; 

a module for synchronization of the visual-display module, so as to 
synchronize the composition of images output by the two memories. 
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In an analogous art, Feinleib, which discloses a system for synchronizing video 
content and interactive data, clearly teaches: 

a first memory suitable for containing the video images output by the 
decoder module; (Fig. 1: Storage device 16 Pierre) 

a second memory suitable for containing the graphics information output 
by the Internet processing means; 

a third memory suitable for containing an image-composition program; 
(Fig. 2: Program memory 56 is suitable for storing graphics 
information and an image-composition program Feinleib.) 

image-processing means suitable for extracting the chosen information 
from the first and second memories depending on the composition 
program, so as to produce the composite images; ([00 13] -[00 14] 
Feinleib) 

a module for synchronization of the visual-display module, so as to 
synchronize the composition of images output by the two memories. 
([0077]-[0088] Feinleib) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Killian combined with 
Alexander and Zigmond by combining video and images, as taught by Feinleib, 
for the benefit of providing additional information with the video stream. 

Consider claim 15, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1 , 
clearly teaches a digital television receiver/decoder device. 

However, Killian combined with Alexander and Zigmond, as in claim 1, does not 
explicitly teach an interface of serial type and/or an interface of high-throughput 
link type so as to connect peripheral equipment of the printer, video camera 
system, audio suite or video peripheral type 

In an analogous art, Feinleib, which discloses a system for synchronizing video 
content and interactive data, clearly teaches an interface of serial type and/or an 
interface of high-throughput link type so as to connect peripheral equipment of 
the printer, video camera system, audio suite or video peripheral type (Fig. 2: 
Input devices 58, Display 60 and Stereo I/O 62) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Killian combined with 
Alexander and Zigmond by including an interface of serial type and/or an 
interface of high-throughput link type so as to connect peripheral equipment of 
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the printer, video camera system, audio suite or video periplieral type, as tauglit 
by Feinleib, for tlie benefit of increasing tlie functionality of tlie device. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN R. SCHNURR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2421 
JRS 



